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Below is a summary of the legislation introduced by our government during the recent session of Parliament.  If you would like additional information on any of these bills please do not hesitate to contact me.  You can also find more information on all Government and Private Member’s Bills at http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E. 
Canada-Columbia Free Trade Agreement, Bill C-2

Royal Assent Received
This bill implements a free trade agreement signed by both countries in 2008. 

The Agreement provides greater market access for Canadian exporters of goods such as wheat, pulses, barley, paper products and heavy equipment.  Columbia is also a strategic destination for Canadian direct investment, especially in mining, oil exploration, printing and education.
The Free Trade Agreement is complemented by agreements on the Environment and on Labour Rights. 

For more information: 

http://www.international.gc.ca/media_commerce/comm/news-communiques/2010/098.aspx? lang=eng. 

Gender Equity in the Indian Registration, Bill C-3
Report Stage in the House of Commons
This bill would ensure that eligible grand-children of women who lost their Indian status as a result of marrying non-Indian men will become eligible to register for Indian status. 


For more information: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/mr/nr/j-a2010/23324-eng.asp. 
Protecting the Public from Violent Young Offenders, Bill C-4

Committee Stage in the House of Commons 

This bill would amend the Youth Criminal Justice Act to make ‘protection of society’ the primary goal.  This would be accomplished through a number of changes, such as:

· Simplifying the rules to keep violent and repeat young offenders off the streets while awaiting trial;

· Requiring the Crown to consider seeking adult sentences for youths convicted of murder, attempted murder, manslaughter, and aggravated assault, and to provide reasons if they choose not to apply for an adult sentence;

· Authorizing the courts to impose a custodial sentence for a pattern of escalating criminal activity, or for reckless behaviour that puts the lives and safety of others at risk; and 

· Requiring the courts to consider publishing the names of violent young offenders when necessary for the protection of society.
For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32489.html. 

International Transfer of Prisoners, Bill C-5

First Reading in the House of Commons
This bill would add factors that the Minister of Public Safety can consider when deciding whether an offender can be transferred back to Canada.  Additional factors include whether, in the opinion of the Minister, an offender would: 

· Endanger public safety;

· Continue to engage in criminal activities following his or her transfer; or

· Endanger the safety of any child, in the case of an offender who has been convicted of a sexual offence against a child.

Bill C-5 also authorizes the Minister to consider whether the offender has been participating in rehabilitation programs and cooperating with law enforcement. 

For more information: 

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100318-eng.aspx?rss=false. 
Canada-Jordan Free Trade Agreement, Bill C-8
First Reading in the House of Commons  

This bill would eliminate tariffs on approximately 99% of the bilateral trade between Jordan and Canada.  Key Canadian sectors including forestry, manufacturing and agriculture and agri-food will benefit directly from this increased market access.

The Free Trade Agreement is complemented by agreements on the Environment and on Labour Rights. 

For more information: 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media_commerce/comm/news-communiques/2010/113.aspx? lang=eng. 

Jobs and Economic Growth Act (Budget 2010 Implementation Bill), Bill C-9

Royal Assent Received
This bill would implement many of the initiatives announced in Budget 2010, introduced on March 4, 2010, including:

· Freezing salaries for the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers, Members of Parliament and Senators;

· Eliminating over 245 Governor in Council appointments, realizing significant savings for taxpayers;

· Eliminating all remaining tariffs on manufacturing inputs and machinery and equipment, making Canada a tariff-free manufacturing jurisdiction; 

· Allocating funding to organizations such as the Rick Hansen Foundation, Genome Canada and the Pathways to Education Program;

· Implementing important changes to federally regulated private pension plans which account for approximately 7% of all pensions in Canada; and

· Authorizing the Minister of Finance to regulate the credit and debit card industries in Canada.

For more information: http://www.fin.gc.ca/n10/10-025-eng.asp. 

Senate Term Limits, Bill C-10 
First Reading in the House of Commons
This bill would set fixed, 8-year term limits for all new Senators and for all Senators appointed since the 2008 election.  The terms would not be renewable. 

For more information: 

http://www.democraticreform.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&Page=news-comm&Sub=news-comm&Doc=20100329-eng.htm. 
Refugee System Reform, Bill C-11
Royal Assent Received 
This bill makes a number of changes to Canada’s refugee system, including:

· Establishing a new process to allow the Immigration and Refugee Board to hear new refugee claims within 60 days, a 90% reduction from the current average wait time; 

· Setting up a new appeal system for failed refugee claimants from a list of potentially-unsafe countries; 

· Limiting the appeal options for failed refugee claimants from a list of designated safe countries; 

· Increasing resettlement support for legitimate refugees seeking protection; and 

· Accelerating the removal of failed applicants who have been ordered to leave the country. 

In general, failed claimants will be removed within a year of their final IRB decision, compared with the status quo in which it can take up to 4.5 years to exhaust all recourses and remove a failed refugee claimant.  It is estimated that each failed claim costs Canadian taxpayers $50,000, mostly in provincial social services and health care costs, and that these reforms would reduce this cost to $29,000 per claim.  
For more information: 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/releases/2010/2010-03-30.asp. 
Restoring Fair Representation in the House of Commons, Bill C-12 

First Reading in the House of Commons

This bill would alter the formula used to determine House of Commons seat allocations after the next census in 2011.  Under the proposed formula, Alberta would receive an additional five seats after the next census.  Under the current formula, Alberta would only receive one additional seat. 
For more information: 
http://www.democraticreform.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&Page=news-comm&Sub=news-comm&Doc=20100401-eng.htm. 

Access to Benefits for Military Families, Bill C-13

Royal Assent Received 
The bill ensures that members of the Canadian Forces can request an extension of the benefit period and the period during which parental benefits may be paid if:

· The start date of their parental leave is deferred; or
· They are called back for military duty after their benefits were to have taken effect.

For more information:

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&query=6977&Session=23&List=ls. 
Fairness at the Pumps, Bill C-14 

Committee Stage in the House of Commons 

This bill would make retailers more accountable for the accuracy of their gas pumps and other measuring devices.  

The Act would increase retailer accountability for measuring device accuracy by requiring that they have devices such as gas pumps and retail food scales inspected at regular intervals.  It would also implement a new fines schedule to ensure retailer compliance: court-imposed fines of up to $10 000 for minor offences, $25 000 for major offences and up to $50 000 for repeat offences.
At present, prosecution is the only means available to ensure compliance.  Prosecution can result in penalties which are not in line with the seriousness of the violations, which often result from simple oversights on the part of pump operators and retailers. 

For more information: http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/eng/05475.html. 

Civil Liability for Nuclear Incidents, Bill C-15 

First Reading in the House of Commons

This bill would make the operators of nuclear installations exclusively liable for compensation related to a nuclear incident.  It also increases significantly (from $75 million to $650 million) the extent of their liability and the financial security that they are required to maintain in order to pay compensation for a potential incident.
Bill C-15 is in line with efforts to manage and minimize the risks involved in the use of nuclear material in Canada.  These efforts include measures for mitigation, preparation, response and reparation.  Bill C-15 is chiefly concerned with the last of these measures.
For more information: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&query=6989&Session=23&List=ls. 

Ending House Arrest for Serious Crimes, Bill C-16

Committee Stage in the House of Commons
This bill would eliminate the use of house arrest for any crime punishable by a maximum sentence of 14 years or life, and any crime punishable by a maximum sentence of ten years which results in bodily harm, involves the sale or production of drugs or is committed with the use of a weapon.  

Such offences include: aggravated assault, sexual assault, kidnapping, arson, human trafficking, theft over $5000, fraud, failure to stop at scene of accident causing death, street racing causing death, robbery or break and entry to steal a firearm, hostage taking and luring a child. 

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32496.html. 
Combating Terrorism, Bill C-17
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would authorize the use of two law enforcement techniques targeted at preventing terrorist acts in Canada: investigative hearings and recognizance with conditions. 

The investigative hearing provisions of Bill C-17 would amend the Criminal Code to allow the Courts to compel a witness who may have information regarding a terrorism offence to appear in court and provide information.

The proposed recognizance with conditions provisions would require a person to enter into an agreement before a judge to abide by certain conditions in order to prevent the carrying out of a terrorist activity.  It is designed to aid in the disruption of the preparatory phase of terrorist activity.

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32498.html. 

Increasing Voter Participation, Bill C-18
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would add two new advance polling days: on the Sunday eight days prior to a general election and the Sunday immediately prior to a general election.  On the day before a general election, all polling stations would be open (advance polling days currently open approximately 20% of all polling stations).

This will create a block of four consecutive advance polling days between the tenth and seventh days prior to an election, and would create a second day of general polling on the day before the election. 

For more information: 

http://www.democraticreform.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&Page=news-comm&Sub=news-comm&Doc=20100426-eng.htm. 

Accountability in Political Loans, Bill C-19
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would make four changes to the Canada Elections Act: 

· The bill would establish a uniform and transparent reporting regime for all loans to political parties, associations and candidates, including mandatory disclosure of terms such as interest rates and the identity of all lenders and loan guarantors;

· Unions and corporations would be banned from making loans to political parties, associations and candidates, consistent with their inability to make contributions as set out in the Federal Accountability Act;

· Total loans, loan guarantees and contributions by individuals could not exceed the annual contribution limit for individuals established in the Federal Accountability Act ($1,100 in 2010); and 

· Only financial institutions (at fair market rates of interest) and other political entities could make loans beyond that amount.  Rules for the treatment of unpaid loans would be tightened to ensure candidates cannot walk away from unpaid loans: riding associations or parties will be held responsible for unpaid loans taken out by their candidates.

For more information: 

http://www.democraticreform.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&Page=news-comm&Sub=news-comm&Doc=20100428-eng.htm. 
Modernizing the National Capital Commission, Bill C-20
Committee Stage in the House of Commons 

This bill would make a number of changes to the administration and organization of the National Capital Commission, the body which governs the development, conservation and improvement of the National Capital Region. 

For more information: http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/mediaroom/releases-2010-h048e-5911.htm. 
Supporting Victims of White-Collar Crime, Bill C-21
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would establish a mandatory minimum sentence of 2 years for convictions of fraud over $1 million.  It would also add aggravating factors that judges can consider at sentencing, including: 

· The financial and psychological impact of the fraud on the victim, given the victim’s particular circumstances, including their age, health and financial situation; 

· The offender’s failure to comply with applicable licensing rules or professional standards; and 

· The magnitude, complexity and duration of the fraud and the degree of planning that went into it.

Bill C-21 would require judges to consider imposing restitution orders in all fraud cases.  It would also allow the courts to hear a Community Impact Statement that would describe the losses suffered as a result of a fraud perpetrated against a particular community, such as a neighbourhood, a seniors’ centre or a club.  The statement would be considered at sentencing. 

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32503.html. 
Protecting Children from Online Sexual Exploitation, Bill C-22
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would apply to suppliers of internet services to the public, including those who provide email services, internet content hosting services and social networking sites.  It would require them to:

· Report, to a designated agency, tips they receive regarding web sites where child pornography may be available to the public; and
· Notify police and safeguard evidence if they believe that a child pornography offence has been committed using an internet service that they provide.

Failure to provide such information would constitute an offence punishable according to a list of graduated fines.  For individuals, the maximum penalty would be a fine of $1,000 for a first offence; $5,000 for a second offence; and for third and subsequent offences $10,000 or six months’ imprisonment, or both.  For corporations and other entities, the maximum fines would be $10,000 for a first offence; $50,000 for a second offence; and $100,000 for third and subsequent offences.

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32509.html. 

Reforming the Criminal Records Act, C-23A
Royal Assent Received
This bill extends the pardon ineligibility period after a convicted offender has finished serving their sentence.  The new ineligibility periods are now: 

· 10 years in the case of a serious personal injury;

· Five years in the case of any other offence prosecuted by indictment; and
· Three years in the case of any other conviction that is punishable on summary conviction. 
Anyone convicted of a subsequent offence under any Act of Parliament after completing their sentence will remain ineligible for a pardon.  Furthermore, for the first category of offence listed above, a pardon would only be granted if it is established that it would assist the offender’s rehabilitation in society as a law-abiding citizen and would not bring the administration of justice into disrepute.
For more information: 

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100511-eng.aspx?rss=true. 
Reforming the Criminal Records Act, Bill C-23B 
Committee Stage in the House of Commons 
This enactment would amend the Criminal Records Act to substitute the term “record suspension” for the term “pardon”.  It would also make certain offences (such as sexual crimes against children) ineligible for a record suspension and enable the National Parole Board to consider additional factors when deciding whether to order a record suspension.

For more information: 

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100511-eng.aspx?rss=true. 
First Nations Certainty of Land Title, Bill C-24

Royal Assent Received
This bill permits the registration of on-reserve commercial real estate developments in a system that replicates the provincial land titles or registry system.  First Nations that make use of the new legislative tool would ensure their on-reserve real estate developments benefit from greater certainty of land title, making the value of these properties comparable to similar properties off reserve land.
Bill C-24 is optional legislation that is available to First Nations across Canada.  In order for this legislation to apply, a First Nation would need to have a commercial or industrial proponent and a province willing to participate, as well as support from their community.

For more information: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/mr/nr/m-a2010/23349-eng.asp. 

Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment, Bill C-25 
First Reading in the House of Commons
The purpose of this bill is to ensure clarity, consistency and legal certainty with respect to land use planning and environmental assessment processes in Nunavut.  The implementation of this legislation will clarify the procedures for the future transfer of remaining land and resource management responsibilities from the Government of Canada to the Government of Nunavut. 


For more information: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/mr/nr/m-a2010/23350-eng.asp. 

Transboundary Waters Protection, Bill C-26
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would significantly strengthen existing protections by bringing waters within federal jurisdiction under a more comprehensive prohibition against bulk water removals.  Rivers and streams that cross international borders will now receive the same protection already in place for waters, such as the Great Lakes, that straddle them.  

The Act would give the federal government new powers of inspection and enforcement and would introduce tough new penalties for violations, including fines of up to $6 million for corporate violations.  The bill offers unprecedented federal protection against bulk water exports while respecting provincial constitutional jurisdiction.

These measures build on the Action Plan for Clean Water which our government launched in 2007. 

For more information: 

http://www.international.gc.ca/media/aff/news-communiques/2010/161.aspx?lang=eng. 
Improving Governance at the Canadian Wheat Board, Bill C-27
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would implement a number of recommendations received from the 2005 Canadian Wheat Board (CWB) Election Review Panel and the CWB itself.
The legislation eliminates a step in the process to pay producers for their grain.  The current system requires analysis from the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Finance, as well as Treasury Board approval before payments are delivered.  Under this bill, Treasury Board approval would no longer be required.  This could speed up the payment process by as much as three weeks.

For more information: http://www.agr.gc.ca/cb/index_e.php?s1=n&s2=2010&page=n100514b. 
Combating Internet Spam and Protecting Canadians’ Personal Information Online 

Bills C-28 and C-29

First Reading in the House of Commons

Bill C-28 would establish a multi-faceted anti-spam enforcement regime that protects consumers and businesses with clear regulations that are consistent with international best practices.  This legislation will make Canada a world leader in anti-spam measures.

The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission would be authorized to impose fines of up to $1 million per violation for individuals and $10 million for businesses.

To address public concerns about the increasing number of data breaches involving personal information, Bill C-29 proposes a new requirement for organizations to report all data breaches to the Privacy Commissioner of Canada and to notify individuals where there is a risk of harm. This requirement will complement our government’s recently-enacted identity theft legislation and encourage better information security practices on the part of organizations.

For more information: http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/eng/05596.html. 

Enforcing Court Orders Against Drug and Alcohol Use, Bill C-30
First Reading in the House of Commons 

The proposed amendments to the Criminal Code would authorize judges to impose conditions which require individuals under probation orders, conditional sentences and peace bond provisions to provide bodily samples to verify compliance with court orders against the use of drugs or alcohol. 
The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that demands for bodily samples from individuals under probation conditions were unlawful.  As a result of that decision, police and probation officers have not been able to ensure proper monitoring and compliance with court orders against drug and alcohol use.

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32517.html. 

Eliminating Retirement Benefits for Convicted Offenders, Bill C-31
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would terminate the payment of Old Age Security (OAS) benefits to convicted offenders serving time.  OAS is funded through general tax revenues and is designed to help seniors meet their immediate, basic needs in retirement.  Inmates’ basic needs, such as food and shelter, are met and are paid for by public funds.  Therefore, Canadian taxpayers should not be required to also fund income supports for inmates through OAS benefits.  

For more information: http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=536659. 

Modernizing Canada’s Copyright Regime, Bill C-32
First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would update the Copyright Act for the first time since 1997.  It would formally authorize several common-place uses of copyrighted materials (such as recording a television show for later viewing or transferring music from a CD to an electronic device such as an iPod), expand the Fair Dealing provisions of the Act and implement new commercial and individual enforcement regimes.  

Bill C-32 would lower possible fines against individuals who infringe copyrights and would target large-scale violators operating on a commercial basis.  It permits numerous educational, artistic and general uses of copyrighted materials which are non-commercial in nature and are generally beneficial to society.  

It would also establish mandatory legislative reviews of the copyright regime every five years. 

For more information: www.balancedcopyright.gc.ca. 

Improved Railway Safety, Bill C-33
First Reading in the House of Commons 

The proposed amendments to the Railway Safety Act will encourage rail companies to create and maintain a culture of safety and penalize rule breakers by enabling the Government of Canada to: 

· Crack down on rule breakers with new monetary penalties and increased judicial penalties; 

· Amend and strengthen existing safety requirements for railway companies; 

· Create whistleblower protection for employees who raise safety concerns; and 

· Require each railway to have a designated executive legally responsible for safety.

For more information: http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/mediaroom/releases-2010-h069e-5979.htm. 

The Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 in Halifax, Bill C-34

Royal Assent Received
The mandate of the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 is to explore the theme of immigration to Canada in order to enhance public understanding of the experiences of immigrants as they arrived in Canada, of the vital role immigration has played in the building of Canada and of the contributions of immigrants to Canada’s culture, economy and way of life. 
This bill establishes a Crown Corporation to found the Museum and pursue that mandate. 
For more information: 
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?Docid=4593376&file=4. 

Cracking Down on Crooked Immigration Consultants, Bill C-35
First Reading in the House of Commons 
This bill would strengthen the rules governing those who charge a fee for immigration advice, close immigration system loopholes currently exploited by crooked consultants and improve the manner in which immigration consultants are regulated.

This legislation would make it a crime for unauthorized individuals to provide immigration advice for a fee.  It would also amend the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act so that fees for immigration services could only be charged by authorized consultants, lawyers and notaries who are members in good standing of a governing body authorized by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  This includes services performed before an application is submitted or a proceeding begins, thus closing a loophole in the current framework regulating consultants.

For more information: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/releases/2010/2010-06-08.asp. 
Consumer Product Safety, Bill C-36 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would empower the Government of Canada to take direct action in response to unsafe consumer products in Canada.  Specifically, the Act would improve consumer safety by:

· Prohibiting the manufacturing, importing, marketing or selling of any consumer products deemed or proven unsafe to human health or safety; 

· Requiring industry to quickly inform the government when they discover one of their products is linked to a serious incident, death or product safety issue; 

· Requiring manufacturers or importers to provide test/study results on products when asked; 

· Empowering Health Canada to recall dangerous consumer products; and 

· Making it an offence to package or label consumer products that make false or deceptive health or safety claims.
For more information: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/media/nr-cp/_2010/2010_97-eng.php. 

Strengthening the Value of Canadian Citizenship, Bill C-37 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would strengthen the process of applying for citizenship, crack down on citizenship fraud and streamline the revocation process for people who have acquired Canadian citizenship fraudulently.  Bill C-37 proposes to: 

· Add legal authority to regulate citizenship consultants and to crack down where they help people gain citizenship fraudulently, in line with the recently proposed amendments to the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act – The Cracking Down on Crooked Immigration Consultants Act – aimed at immigration consultants; 

· Increase the penalties for citizenship fraud to a maximum of $100,000 or up to five years in prison or both; 

· Strengthen citizenship residency requirements to specify in the law that people applying for citizenship would have to be physically present in Canada for three of the previous four years; 

· Improve the government’s ability to bar criminals, including violent foreign criminals, from becoming Canadian citizens; 

· Streamline the revocation and removal process and make revocation more transparent by shifting the decision making on revocations from the Governor in Council to the Federal Court; and 

· Ensure that the law supports the implementation of the first generation limit to passing on citizenship, ensure that the law does not unintentionally bar applicants who are eligible for citizenship, and ensure that the children of people serving Canada abroad – children of Crown servants – are not disadvantaged by their parent’s service to Canada and are able to pass on citizenship to their children.

For more information: 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/releases/2010/2010-06-10.asp. 
Increasing Civilian Oversight of the RCMP, Bill C-38 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would create a new independent civilian review and complaints body which would replace the existing Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP (CPC), and have greater powers than the existing Commission.  The strengthened review and complaints body would:

· Have greater access to RCMP information and enhanced investigative powers, such as the authority to summon, compel and enforce the appearance of persons and to give evidence and materials for all complaint investigations and hearings;
· Be able to conduct policy reviews, conduct joint investigations with other review bodies, share information with other police review bodies and provide reports to provinces and territories that contract policing services from the RCMP;  

· Establish a “no wrong door” policy for complainants (i.e., they may file their complaints with the RCMP, the Commission or a provincial or territorial police complaints body); and 

· Allow complainants a greater role in the process where a complaint leads to disciplinary proceedings. 

In addition, by putting into law the interim RCMP external investigations policy, this legislation would ensure increased transparency and accountability of investigations of incidents involving RCMP members.
For more information: 

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100614-eng.aspx?rss=true. 
Limiting Early Release and Increasing Offender Accountability, Bill C-39 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would abolish the current system of Accelerated Parole Review which allows those convicted of “non-violent offenses” to obtain day parole after serving one-sixth of their sentence and full parole after serving one-third.
The proposed amendments to the Corrections and Conditional Release Act would also:

· Make ‘the protection of society’ the paramount principle of the system; 

· Enshrine victims’ participation in conditional release board hearings and keep victims better informed about the behaviour and handling of offenders; 

· Move toward a system of earned parole by increasing offender responsibility and accountability and strengthening the disciplinary system; 

· Authorize police to arrest an offender breaking release conditions without having to obtain a warrant; and 

· Emphasize the importance of considering the seriousness of an offence in National Parole Board decision-making.
For more information: http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100615-eng.aspx. 
National Seniors Day, Bill C-40

Passed by the House of Commons, First Reading in the Senate
This bill supports the creation of a National Seniors Day to recognize the significant and continuing contributions seniors make to their families, communities, workplaces and society.

National Seniors Day would be celebrated every year on October 1, coinciding with the International Day of Older Persons.  By designating October 1 as National Seniors Day, Canada would join other countries in reflecting on the vast contributions seniors make to the economic and social fabric of society. 
For more information: http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=540199. 

Ensuring Effectiveness in the Military Justice System, Bill C-41 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would enhance the effectiveness of the military justice system in serving the operational needs of the Canadian Forces.  The amendments in the bill would: 

· Further enhance the independence of military judges; 

· Enhance the flexibility of the court martial system by establishing a reserve military judges panel; 

· Expand the pool of Canadian Forces members eligible to serve on a court martial panel; 

· Provide for additional sentencing options, including absolute discharges, intermittent 

sentences and restitution orders; 

· Improve the efficiency of the grievance and military police complaints processes; and 

· Establish the position of the Canadian Forces Provost Marshal in legislation and specify the Provost Marshal’s responsibilities. 

For more information: 

http://www.forces.gc.ca/site/news-nouvelles/news-nouvelles-eng.asp?cat=00&id=3424. 
An Integrated Aviation Security System, Bill C-42

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would permit Canadian aircraft operators to share information on passenger identities with the security agencies of other countries which a Canadian aircraft flies over or lands in.
These measures are in direct response to increased security measures implemented in the United States following attempted terrorist acts in December of 2009. 

For more information: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&Session=23&query=7064&List=toc. 
RCMP Modernization Act, Bill C-43 

First Reading in the House of Commons 

This bill would provide for a new labour relations regime for the RCMP.  This legislation was developed in response to a decision of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice. 

Bill C-43 introduces or enhances several human resource management processes in relation to grievance, discipline and the review of terms and conditions of employment.  It also gives the RCMP Commissioner authorities similar to those of deputy heads in the federal Public Service and to those of heads of large police services, to support the effective management of the RCMP workforce. 

Upon the coming into force of this legislation, RCMP members will work in a non-unionized environment supported by consultative committees and co-development.  Supported by a new labour relations regime, RCMP members will be able to choose whether they want to continue to work in a non-unionized environment, enabled through joint consultation, or to work in a unionized environment, represented by a certified bargaining agent.

As is the case for most other police forces in Canada, RCMP members would not be able to withdraw their services in a labour dispute. 

For more information: http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/lrco-rtor/relations/rcmp-grc/rcmp-grc-eng.asp. 
National Sex Offender Registry and DNA Databank, Bill S-2
Passed by the Senate, Committee Stage in the House of Commons
This legislation would automatically include all convicted sex offenders in the Registry and Databank.  It would also make other changes to the Registry and the Databank, including:

· Allowing police to use the Registry and Databank proactively, rather than only after a crime has been committed; 

· Including all offenders convicted abroad in the Registry and Databank; 

· Adding information on offenders’ vehicle(s) and the way that they committed their crimes to help in future investigations; and 

· Authorizing police to notify other police forces when offenders are in their area. 

For more information: 

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100317-eng.aspx?rss=true. 
Tax Conventions Implementation Act, Bill S-3
Passed by the Senate, Committee Stage in the House of Commons

This enactment would implement the most recent tax treaties that Canada has concluded with Colombia, Greece and Turkey.  Since a tax treaty contains taxation rules that are different from the provisions of the Income Tax Act, it becomes effective only after being given precedence over domestic legislation by an Act of Parliament such as this one. 

The treaties implemented reflect efforts to expand Canada’s tax treaty network.  Those treaties are generally patterned on the Model Double Taxation Convention prepared by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 
For more information: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&Session=23&query=6958&List=toc 
Matrimonial Rights on First Nations Reserves, Bill S-4 

Third Reading in the Senate 
There is currently no legal safety net to prevent First Nation individuals from being expelled from their family home if their spouse dies or if the marital relationship ends.

This bill would provide immediate protections on the fair division of the family home to residents living on-reserve when facing the breakdown of a relationship or death of a spouse.  It would also provide protection in instances of family violence through measures such as emergency protection orders.  
The proposed legislation also includes a mechanism for First Nations to develop their own matrimonial real property laws.  The content and structure of a community-specific matrimonial real property law would be agreed upon by the citizens of a First Nation and the First Nation government, with no federal government involvement.  

For more information: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/mr/nr/j-a2010/23332-eng.asp. 

Safety of Imported Vehicles, Bill S-5

Passed by the Senate, First Reading in the House of Commons 
The purpose of Bill S-5 is to amend the Motor Vehicle Safety Act and the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 to allow for the importation of used vehicles from Mexico, subject to certain conditions.  These amendments are required in order to bring Canada into compliance with its international trade obligations under NAFTA.

The amendment specifies that a prescribed vehicle from Mexico that fails to meet Canadian safety standards may be imported into Canada provided that the vehicle satisfies any conditions under the relevant regulations, and the importer makes a declaration that the vehicle will be made to conform with the requirements within a prescribed period and will be inspected in accordance with all regulations.  Before the vehicle can be presented for licensing and used in Canada, it must be appropriately certified as complying with the safety requirements.

For more information: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&query=6985&Session=23&List=ls 
Eliminating the Faint Hope Clause, Bill S-6
Third Reading in the Senate 
This bill would eliminate the current parole eligibility period which begins 15 years into a life sentence.  This would prevent first-degree murderers from applying until they have served 25 years, and second-degree murderers from applying for up to 25 years, depending on the particular case.


It would also ensure that convicted murderers whose parole is denied cannot re-apply for at least five years. 

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32494.html. 

Justice for Victims of Terrorism, Bill S-7
Committee Stage in the Senate 

This bill would allow victims to sue perpetrators and supporters of terrorism by lifting immunity for states listed by the Government of Canada as supporters of terrorism.  It would also permit victims to claim and recover damages from those who perpetrate or support terror.
For more information: http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/media/nr/2010/nr20100421-1-eng.aspx. 
Selection of Senators, Bill S-8
First Reading in the Senate  

This bill encourages the provinces and territories to establish a framework for electing nominees for Senate appointments.  It would then require the Prime Minister to consider all nominees submitted by a province or territory following an election. 

Prime Minister Harper has repeatedly stated that he will appoint all nominees elected by provinces or territories.  Alberta is the only province with an elected Senator, and one of only two provinces with a Senate nominee election framework (Saskatchewan also has a framework in place). 

For more information: 

http://www.democraticreform.gc.ca/index.asp?lang=eng&Page=news-comm&Sub=news-comm&Doc=20100427-eng.htm 
Cracking Down on Auto and Property Theft, Bill S-9
Passed by the Senate, First Reading in the House of Commons
This bill would give law enforcement and the courts better tools to tackle auto theft and the entire range of activities involved in the trafficking of all types of stolen or fraudulently obtained property.  
The legislation would:
· Create a separate offence of “theft of a motor vehicle”, which would carry a mandatory prison sentence of 6 months for conviction of a third or subsequent offence when the prosecutor proceeds by indictment; 

· Establish a new offence for altering, destroying or removing a vehicle identification number (VIN); 

· Make it an offence to traffic in property obtained by crime; and 

· Make it an offence to possess such property for the purpose of trafficking. 

In addition, the legislation would allow the Canada Border Services Agency to identify and prevent stolen property from leaving the country, therefore reducing the exportation of stolen vehicles from Canada by organized crime.

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32505.html. 
Jail Time for Serious Drug Crimes, Bill S-10
First Reading in the Senate 
This bill would implement mandatory minimum sentences for various drug production and distribution offences.  It would also add a number of aggravating factors that judges can consider at sentencing.  The aggravating factors would apply to offences committed: 

· For the benefit of organized crime; 
· Involving the use or threat of violence; 

· Involving the use or threat of use of weapons; 

· By someone who has been previously convicted (in the past 10 years) of a serious drug offence; 

· In a prison; 

· By abusing a position of authority or access to restricted areas; 

· In or near a school, in or near an area normally frequented by youth or in the presence of youth; 

· Through involving a youth in the commission of the offence; and, 

· In relation to a youth (e.g. selling to a youth). 

For more information: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/nr-cp/2010/doc_32507.html. 

Safe Drinking Water for First Nations, Bill S-11
First Reading in the Senate
This bill would allow for the development of federal regulations for drinking water and wastewater in First Nation communities.  Since provinces and territories have existing regulations governing drinking water and wastewater, the federal government would review these provincial and territorial regulations to identify areas that can be adapted into federal regulations.  At the same time, the process would allow for regional differences and would recognize the unique water challenges facing many First Nation communities. 

The proposed bill would:

· Provide First Nation communities with drinking water and wastewater standards comparable to provincial or territorial standards off reserves; 

· Provide more opportunities for First Nation communities and municipalities to work together in areas such as training and sharing systems; 

· Establish a common base to evaluate the effectiveness of the operation, design and maintenance of water and wastewater systems; and 

· Allow for regional flexibility, as federal regulations could vary from province to province and territory to territory. 
For more information: 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&Chamber=N&StartList=A&EndList=Z&Session=23&Type=0&Scope=I&query=7021&List=toc-3. 
An Act to Amend the Supreme Court Act (understanding the official languages), 
Bill C-232
Passed by the House of Commons, First Reading in the Senate
Introduced by NDP MP Yvon Godin 
This bill would make it a requirement that all future appointees to the Supreme Court of Canada must be able to understand both official languages without the use of an interpreter.  I voted against this bill, as I believe that linguistic knowledge should not supersede judicial knowledge as a qualifying factor for appointment to the Supreme Court.  
Considering that Québec is the most bilingual province in Canada and only 40% of all Québécois are bilingual, this bill would have profound effects on the pool of eligible candidates for the Supreme Court.  For instance, aside from Québec and New Brunswick, the rate of bilingualism in every province is less than 12%.  
This bill remains before the Senate, and the debate in that Chamber has been extensive.  Over three months after being referred to the Senate, it has yet to receive second reading. 

For more information:

 http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&Chamber=N&StartList=A&EndList=Z&Session=23&Type=0&Scope=I&query=6668&List=toc. 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (minimum sentence for offences involving trafficking of persons under the age of eighteen years), Bill C-268
Royal Assent Received 
Introduced by Conservative MP Joy Smith
Bill C-268 amends the Criminal Code to include a minimum punishment of imprisonment for a term of five years for offences involving trafficking of persons under the age of eighteen years.  I supported this bill at each vote, as I believe the crime of trafficking minors is a serious offence deserving of significant and mandatory minimum sentences. 
For more information:

 http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/LEGISINFO/index.asp?Language=E&Session=23&query=6704&List=toc. 
M-517, A Motion to Improve Question Period in the House of Commons

This motion was moved by Conservative MP Michael Chong, and was jointly-seconded by MPs from the Conservative, Liberal and New Democratic Parties, including myself.  This motion will continue to be debated once Parliament sits again in September. 
The motion proposes a series of reforms to Question Period.  If passed, it would instruct the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs to examine current conventions and recommend changes in order to: 

· Elevate decorum and fortify the use of discipline by the Speaker;

· Lengthen the amount of time given for each question and each answer;

· Examine the convention that the Minister questioned need not respond;

· Allocate half the questions each day for Members, whose names and order of recognition would be randomly selected;

· Dedicate Wednesday exclusively for questions to the Prime Minister; and

· Dedicate Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday for questions to Ministers other than the Prime Minister in a way that would require Ministers be present two of the four days to answer questions concerning their portfolio.

Committee Report

Pensions Study

The Standing Committee on Finance recently produced a final report on the Retirement Income Security of Canadians.  I presented that report to the House of Commons in June.  The full document can be viewed at:

 http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?DocId=4628228&Language=E&Mode=1&Parl=40&Ses=3. 
The recent global financial and economic crisis has highlighted the need to reform some elements of the national pension system.  While the majority of the Committee’s witnesses evaluated the national pension system as sound and in good health, it was generally agreed that some limited reforms are needed to ensure its long-term sustainability and effectiveness.

In the report, testimony from the Committee’s witnesses is summarized and additional issues that arose throughout the study are discussed.  The report concludes with a series of recommendations put forth by Committee representatives from each party.  Recommendations from Conservative members are listed below for your consideration. 

Recommendations

Recognition of Government Efforts To Date

That the federal government acknowledge the value of the recent Canada Pension Plan Triennial Review, as both confirmation that Canada’s retirement system remains on sound financial footing, and as a roadmap for future reform.

That the federal government continue to implement the 2009 reform plan to modernize federally regulated private pension plans, including measures to: 

· Enhance protections for plan members; 

· Reduce funding volatility for defined benefit plans; 

· Make it easier for participants to negotiate changes with their pension arrangements; 

· Improve the framework for defined contribution plans and for negotiated contribution plans, and; 

· Modernize the rules for investments made by pension funds.

That the federal government recognize that recent roundtable discussions, online outreach, and town hall meetings on the subject of Canada’s retirement income system conducted by the federal government and numerous provincial governments serve as a practical and effective model for future public consultations with Canadians.

That the federal government continue to work cooperatively with provinces and territories on retirement income and pensions issues, as demonstrated in the 2009 Canada Pension Plan Triennial Review, cross-country consultations and expert roundtables, and a joint federal-provincial working group tasked with conducting an in-depth examination of retirement income adequacy.

That the federal government, in the context of fiscal prudence, continue to lower taxes for low- and middle-income seniors, as it has already done through the introduction of pension income splitting, the doubling of the Pension Income Credit, and two $1,000 increases to the Age Credit Amount, which provide substantial tax savings to seniors and pensioners.

That the federal government continue to build on existing strengths moving forward, while recognizing that the Canadian retirement system performs exceedingly well by international standards, with the three pillars enabling Canadians to provide enough retirement income to sustain an adequate standard of living in retirement, and that Canada has one of the lowest seniors’ poverty rates among OECD countries.

Proposals for Future Reform

That the federal government, in the context of fiscal prudence and in partnership with provinces and territories, explore options to expand the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and the Québec Pension Plan (QPP).  The Committee recommends that the federal government study a range of options to achieve this outcome, including reviewing yearly maximum pensionable earnings, and CPP and QPP employer and employee contribution rates.

That the federal government examine legislation governing Registered Retirement Income Funds, Registered Retirement Savings Plans, and Tax-Free Savings Accounts, including withdrawal and contribution limits, to ensure that these government-sponsored vehicles provide maximum savings opportunities for Canadians.

That the federal government encourage the private sector to play a strong role in the retirement income planning (such as exploring altering tax laws to encourage the development of multi-employer pension plans, or exploring the feasibility of permitting individuals with existing pensions to join pooled pension funds).

That the federal government review existing legislation to ensure flexible pension arrangements for individuals without pension coverage, and reduce disincentives for employers to establish pension plans for their employees.


That the federal government review Old Age Security and Guaranteed Income Supplement payment rates.

That the federal government adopt global best practices identified by the Task Force on Financial Literacy, while leveraging existing resources to promote financial literacy through government, labour unions, and educational and financial institutions.

That the federal government study measures to improve oversight of financial advisor fees in order to protect Canadians’ retirement savings and promote private investment as a key component of retirement planning.

That the federal government recognize that distressed pension plans present challenges unique to their individual circumstances, and that these challenges are best responded to on a case-by-case basis using the Distressed Pension Workout Scheme proposed in Bill C-9 (2010).

That the federal government recognize the important role of individual responsibility in Canada’s retirement income system.

Budget Implementation Act

Bill C-9, or the Budget Implementation Act, contains many of the policies and programs that our government presented in Budget 2010 in March.  After being reviewed by the Finance Committee and passed by the House of Commons, Bill C-9 was passed by the Senate on July 12.  

Included in the bill are such initiatives as:

· Freezing the salaries of the Prime Minister, Cabinet Ministers, Members of Parliament and Senators;

· Reducing Governor in Council appointments (we have already foregone 245 appointments);

· Eliminating $300 million in manufacturing tariffs, making Canada a tariff-free manufacturing jurisdiction;

· Lowering taxes for low- and middle-income Canadians and raising the amount you can earn before paying any taxes;

· Allocating $13.5 million to the Rick Hansen Foundation and $20 million to the Pathways to Education Program;

· Implementing the Payment Card Networks Act to complement the recently-launched Code of Conduct for the Debit and Credit Card Industries in Canada. 

· Closing a number of tax loopholes for a number of financial institutions; and

· Implementing changes our government made in October 2009 to federally-regulated pension plans (which make up approximately 7% of all pensions in Canada). 

Other Business

G-8 and G-20 Summits 

The recently-concluded G-8 and G-20 summits hosted by Canada have produced some important outcomes.  I encourage everyone to review the final declarations from each summit for a full list of the outcomes, although I have included some of the major highlights here.  

· The Muskoka Initiative on Child, Newborn and Maternal Health 

Announced by Prime Minister Harper in January 2010, the Muskoka Initiative will provide health and medical services to millions of people in the world’s poorest countries in cooperation with international aid agencies and non-governmental organizations.  Canada has announced a contribution of $1.1 billion towards this initiative, while other G-8 countries pledged an additional $4 billion during the summits.  In addition, G-20 countries, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the United Nations have pledged an additional $2.4 billion.

Ultimately, a contribution goal of $10 billion by 2015 has been set for the Muskoka Initiative.  This campaign will play a central role in meeting a number of the health- and poverty-related Millennium Development Goals by 2015, a commitment made by the G-8 in 2000.  According to World Health Organization and World Bank estimates, the funding already committed to the Muskoka Initiative will assist developing countries to: 

· Prevent 1.3 million deaths of children under five years of age;

· Prevent 64,000 maternal deaths; and 

· Enable access to modern methods of family planning by an additional 12 million couples.

· Global Financial Regulation

In terms of the G-20, this marks the first summit in its new capacity as the premier forum for international economic cooperation.  Led by Prime Minister Harper, all G-20 countries have agreed to:

· Reduce their deficits by 50% by 2013; 

· Stabilize or reduce their debt-to-GDP ratios by 2016; 

· Strengthen financial sector regulations to ensure banks and other financial institutions are better-capitalized; 

· Increase oversight of financial institutions such as hedge funds, credit rating agencies and derivatives trading firms in order to ensure that they are accountable to taxpayers for their effects on national economies; 

· Continue to work towards a resolution mechanism for troubled companies whose failure could pose a systemic risk to national or global economies.  Such a mechanism will ensure that taxpayers are not liable for corporate debts or losses. 
These measures are in direct response to the global recession and constitute the cornerstone of an improved global financial system.  Canada, who is leading the way through the recession and into recovery, serves as an example of sound regulation and prudent fiscal planning. 

· International Development and Aid

The G-20 also took some significant steps in the area of international development.  Member countries fulfilled a pledge made at last year’s summit in Pittsburgh to double the lending capacity of the group of multi-lateral development banks.  These banks include the African Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  

This new capital is joined to ongoing and important reforms to make these institutions more transparent, accountable and effective, and to strengthen their focus on lifting the lives of the poor, underwriting growth and addressing climate change and food security.

The G-20 also endorsed important reforms for the World Bank.  These new steps will increase the voting power of developing and transition countries by 4.59% within the World Bank. 

· International Peace and Security 

A number of agreements were reached on the threats posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, international organized crime (including drug trafficking), piracy and political and ethnic conflict.  

The new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty signed between the United States and Russia will serve as a model for ongoing arms reduction efforts.  All G-8 member countries reaffirmed their commitment to such efforts. 

Members declared their support for recently-announced UN sanctions against Iran in light of Iran’s continued non-compliance with international nuclear regulators and inspectors.  As the leading economies of the industrialized world, G-8 member support is crucial for these sanctions to have a strong impact on Iran.

The G-8 also took steps to hold North Korea accountable for the recent sinking of a South Korean ship and for its continued defiance of the provisions of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  Members reaffirmed their commitment to the defence of South Korea and strongly urged the increased enforcement of UN regulations in regard to North Korea’s nuclear program. 

· Global Trade 

As one of the most trade-dependant countries in the world, Canada plays a leading role in maintaining the global commitment to free trade and resisting protectionism.  In this regard, we have secured the support of G-20 nations to accelerate discussions at the World Trade Organization to conclude the development of further trade-liberalizing measures under the Doha round of negotiations. 

This is only a brief summary of the agreements and advances achieved at the G-8 and G-20 summits that Canada recently hosted.  As a leading economic performer and an active force in global security issues, Canada is exercising global leadership and setting an example for all countries to sustain the economic recovery and promote long-term, sustainable growth for all nations of the world.
For a full list of the outcomes of the summits, please visit: 

The G-8 Muskoka Summit Final Communiqué at: 

http://g8.gc.ca/g8-summit/summit-documents/g8-muskoka-declaration-recovery-and-new-beginnings/ 

and

The G-20 Toronto Summit declaration at:

http://g20.gc.ca/toronto-summit/summit-documents/the-g-20-toronto-summit-declaration/. 

As always, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments on the issues addressed in this report or others. 

Yours truly, 
James Rajotte, MP

Edmonton-Leduc
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